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Jay Launius 

 You Don’t Need a Miracle 
 

I’ve heard it said, “If only we could work miracles today, imagine how many would believe and 
follow Christ.” However, think of the many people 
who actually saw Jesus perform miraculous works 
but still did not believe that He was the promised 
Messiah. Many folks use the word “miracle” to de-
scribe an unusual occurrence that has a positive 
outcome, like someone who recovers from a serious 
disease. But the thought conveyed in the opening 
statement of this article describes the type of event 
that defies the laws of nature (like bringing the dead 

back to life). 
 
The truth is you don’t need a miracle to bring others to Christ, because we have the blessing 
of His written word. In John chapter 4, we have the story of the Samaritan woman who Jesus 
meets at Jacob’s well. As most Christians, I know the story well, but as I read it again today, I 
discovered an interesting end to the events described in John’s account. Beginning at verse 
39, we see that many believed in Jesus because of the testimony of the woman who said, “He 
told me all that I ever did.” After meeting Jesus, the Samaritans urged Him to stay with them 
and He stayed there for two days. During His stay, John does not describe an occurrence of 
any miracles, instead he states that “many more believed because of His own word.” (John 
4:41). So here we have the proof by Jesus Himself, you don’t need a miracle to make disciples. 
Later in John’s gospel, Jesus said, “Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever hears my word and be-
lieves Him who sent me has eternal life. He does not come into judgment but has passed 
from death to life.” (John 5:24) We ought never sell short the power of God’s word because 
as the Hebrew writer states, “For the word of God is living and active, sharper than any two-
edged sword...” (Hebrews 4:12). No, we don’t need a miracle, but we do need to be skilled in 
the use of the sword of the Lord and as skilled workers we can win many disciples to Christ.  
(John 4:39-42) 



Prayer Request 
· Randy Walker’s coworker Hermina Perez has stage three 

breast cancer.  Randy Walker’s brother Ed has some plops 
on his vocal cords that requires surgery 

· Larry Lewis s ll recovering from surgery 

· Adam Smith’s mother Virginia had surgery 

· Elsa Forrest co-worker Phyllis had back surgery 

· Shawn Kelly had surgery on his hand 

· Nick Godano’s friend John Po er wife Anna passed away. 
Pray for John and his family. Acquaintance of Nick Godano, 
Bill Colangelo’s brother was in a skiing accident where his 
ribs were cracked and he broke his vertebrae 

· Don & Doris Garrick’s friend James Pannell was diagnosed 
with stage four pancrea c cancer and has passed away.  
Pray for James wife Jody and the Pannell family 

· Barbershop member Art Roberts wife Sue  will be going to 
Harrison Sloan Ke ering for five days a week for five 
weeks to get radia on. Need lots of prayers for ease of 
treatments plus successfully comple on.  

· Former member Howard Younger brother passed away 
· Pray for safe travels for the members of our congrega on 

· Pray for our visitors 

· The work in Mozambique and Zambia 

· Pray for our missionaries and families 

· Pray for our deacons, elders, teachers,  leaders, and  each 
other. 

Praise and Thanksgiving 
· Danny and Linda Anderson’s brother-in-law Bill Ponds tu-

mor has shrunk to half the size.  if, the tumor shrinks even 
further they will be able to do surgery for his pancrea c 
cancer. 

· Ron Ward is now an uncle, his brother and sister-in-law 
had a son Rafael Toshiaki Ward on Tuesday, March 5th 
weighing 6 lbs. 2 oz .  All three are doing well.  

· Maurie Samaha recovering from surgery and going 
through physical therapy 

· John Bourne steadily progressing from his surgeries and 
physical therapy 

· Elsa Forrest uncle George recovering nicely from his sur-
gery 

 

 

 

 

Services & Mee ngs:  
Week of  March 10, 2019 

 
Sunday AM Worship                          9:30 am 
Sunday Bible Classes                         11:00 am 
Wednesday Meal/Bible Study 6:00 pm/7:00pm 

Event Calendar     

Mar. 10th Daylight Savings—Spring Forward 
Mar. 16th Ladies Prayer Breakfast            9:00 am 
  Call for details 203-743-4400 
  Contact: Amy 
Mar. 16th Bowling for Fun                          6:00 pm 
  Brookfield Lanes 840 Federal Rd 
  Contact: Larry 
Mar. 17th International Potluck     12:00 pm 
  DCOC Bldg. 
  Contact: Don & Doris 
 

 Bible Classes 
11:00 am —Sunday  

Classes for ALL AGES 
 

Adult downstairs class 
Holy Spirit Is a person 

Adult upstairs class 
 Is the power to perform miracles s ll given by a 

God to people today?  
 

7:00 pm—Wednesday Evening—Bible Study 
“The Screwtape Le ers -  C.S. Lewis” 

 
Small Group Mee ng 
2nd and 4th Sunday 

6:00 pm  - meal; 7:00 pm class 
Call for details 203-743-4400 

 
   Ongoing Mee ngs (church building) 

Þ La Leche League   Last Tues         10:15 am 
Þ Mad Ha ers Barber        Tues                   7:00 pm 
      Shop rehearsals 
 
Þ Home Schooling    Wed                   9:00 am  
Þ Overeaters Anonymous Wed                  7:00 pm 
Þ Taking Off Pounds            Thurs                 6:00 pm 
      Sensibly (T.O.P.S)    
 
Þ  Al-Anon (Open to All)     Thurs                 7:00 pm 
        
 

Prayer Request 
 
· Karen Stanzione’s son-in-law, Kelly Correia’s husband 

Jose was admi ed to Yale hospital on Tues., Jul 25th. 
The doctors are doing another biopsy on Thurs., Jul 
26th to see exactly what is going on with his liver. The 
doctors will meet and decide where to go from there. 
They are unable to do another liver transplant since it 
has not been five years.  

· Prayers for Bridget Lewis, her father Jim, and their 
family as they all undergo their seasons of wai ng, 
long-suffering and pa ence with their health trials. 
Prayers for Bridget's Dad, Jim and his wife, Pa y, for 
pa ence, gra tude and in the Lord as he waits un l his 
next doctor appointment on  Fri., Jul 21st for updates 
on his heart condi on.  Prayers for Bridget and Joe for 
discipline and trus ng God's ming for her gastro 
health. Bridget has a breath test on Tues., Jul 25th to 
check her methane levels 

· Gilbert Gonzales’ dear friend Valerie was admi ed to 
Danbury Hospital on Mon., Jul 17th. Valerie was dis-
charged from the hospital on Sun., Jul 23rd and is in  
rehab at Glen Hill 

· Former member Karen Quigley had a cardiac catheter-
iza on procedure.  Karen is slowly improving. Pray for 
her recovery 

· Con nue prayers for Randy Walker’s sister Becky who 
had a laparoscopy on Mon., Jun. 26th her pancrea c 
cancer is now in a metasta c condi on as several can-
cerous nodules have been found. This rules out now 
any surgery to remove the original cancer in the pan-
creas.  This news  was not well received, so we would 
greatly  appreciate your prayers for her courage, 
strength, and comfort as she travels this valley.  The 
doctors s ll have some weapons in the arsenal to try 
and manage it as a chronic condi on.  So far the can-
cer are on the surface and not in any vital organs  

· Con nue prayers for Doug Vile who has been diag-
nosed with Amyotrophic lateral sclerosis (ALS) and his 
wife Jere who is always by his side and a constant sup-
port 

· Pray for DcOC minister search 
· Pray for safe travels for our congrega on members    
· Pray for our visitors                                                                                                              

· The work in Mozambique and Zambia 

· Pray for our missionaries and families 
· Pray for our deacons, teachers,  leaders, and each oth-

er        
  

Praise and Thanksgiving  
· Joe Lewis’ grandfather Bob Rainey, has been in and 

out of the hospital last week. Currently his diagnosis is 
undetermined, but doctors are running tests. Bob had 
an echocardiogram on Wed. Jul 19th. **Great News** 
On Fri., Jul 21st Bob discharged from the hospital.  He 
was diagnosed with Lyme's and Babesiosis which he is 
receiving treatment 

· Tim Lawson is recovering from his fall on Sun., Jul 23rd 
 

Services & Mee ngs:  
Week of  July 30, 2023   

Sunday AM Worship                              9:30 am 
Sunday AM Bible Classes for ALL AGES      11:00 am  
 

Wednesday  - Pray & Bible Study 
**Zoom Meeting**   Virtual               7:00 pm—8:00 pm 

If you are interesting in attending 
email: info1danburycoc.org@gmail.com 

 
                                         Event Calendar    
Aug 3rd Bowling Fellowship       12:15 pm—2:00 pm 
  Strikers—840 Federal Rd—Brookfield, CT 
  Contact : Michael P. 
Aug 5th Men’s Breakfast     8:30 am—10:00 pm 
  90 Clapboard Ridge Rd—Danbury, CT 
  Contact: Michael P. 
   
 

Bible Classes 
11:00 am —Sunday Classes for ALL AGES 

 
Adult Upstairs Class 

“Resurrec on”  - Gene Pollastro 
 

  

Ongoing Mee ng (church building) 
 
Þ Mad Ha ers Barber Shop  Tues.     7:00 pm 
       Rehearsals 
 
Þ Narco cs Anonymous Thurs.       6:30 pm—9:30 pm 
 
Þ Al-Anon    Thurs.      7:00 pm—9:00 pm 
 
 
 
 

Wednesday—Pray and Bible Study 
**Virtual** 

**Zoom Mee ng** 
7:00 pm—8:00 pm 

If you  are interested in a ending the vir-
tual bible study, please email us at          
info1danburycoc.org@gmail.com 

 

It’s a chance for us to connect, come to-
gether digitally to share, laugh and see 
each other as we unlock the bible togeth-
er.  
                 Come join us! 

 
 

   Weekly Fellowship 
 

Thursday—Bowling Fellowship 
 

12:15 pm—2:00 pm 
Strikers 

840 Federal Rd., Brookfield 
 

 Saturday, August 5th

Men’s Breakfast 

8:30 am—10:00 am 

90 Clapboard Ridge Rd—Danbury, CT  

Contact: Michael P.



  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 


